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“GFFICES, OFFICES EVERYWHERE....000eo"

§ ~ 3
: One c?uld ?e excuged a burlesque on Coleridge's famcus poem of
the Ancient Mariner: :

"0ffices, offices everywhere
Noer amy one is8 lete.ceveoosa"

in regard to the abundance of office space built{ and being built in
and around Lomdom, however sericus the situation is now becoming.

; Ig stark figures there is being erééted and planning permissions
glvgn in Centrel Londen for some llmillion square feei of offices, im
Lendon Docklande 12.8millions amd in Greater London 8.9millions.

Not to mentien the extemsive cemmeraial developments further out in
the Home Counties, nor the considerable building taking place at most
of the railway termini. Lltogether a asteggering totsl exceeding
30million square feet!l

N?r.is this gll. Future schemes, and for which plans even now
are being drawn up will add 106.3million equare feet to this total.
Beer in mind these figures cover the south-eastern part of the
country only. :

. We raise this matter because of the increasing amount of office
development having taken place, and continuing to take place, here, in
Barnet. “To Let" boerds seem to increase proportionate to the

number of office buildings being built.

. This state of affeirs presents inescapable problems. Demands on
building materials, bricks, steel, 1ift equipment etc. sucked into the
commercial development now taking place at Canary Wharf and elsewhere
are so great, other developments elsewhere even schools and hospitals,
are held up for shortege of materials or forced to go further afield on
the continent to satisfy their needs. Concentration and multiplication
o? thousands of people within a defined area for comcentrated pericds of
time aggrevste questions of transport, public safety and ill-balenced
supplies of public services during working.hours, thereby interrupting
the pattern of life for those living nearby and destroying anenity.

: Hemember, @8 we pointed out in our last newsletter, the conversion
of the Gaumont Cinema site into offices wae the subject of an appeal.
This bas been refused and the Council deserve every thanks and
‘encouragement for their refusal. Recently the St Mary's School site at
Finchley Cectral was likewise demnied permission to convert the previous
use into that of offices by Barmet Council, inspite of their own officials
recomeendation t¢ go ahead with the office application.

The struggle against this office proliferation however is incessant
§nd made more difficult by the ever increasing difficulty of obtaining
information of what is being proposed. To hope nevertheless, we can
hy our efforts preserve what remains of Finchley and Hendon ss & pleasant
regidential erea is the incentive that drives us on.
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LONDON TRANSPORT — PUBLIC RELATIONS?.

The introduction of a new bus route by Lomndon Tramsport to
serve the inhabitants of VWoedside Park - Totteridge area, away from
the mein bue route, aroused a great desl o6f feeling for and agsinst,
among residents. In the ocutcome, once estakbliished, it would appear
the mejority have eaccepted and are in favour of the new bus.

It must be said bhovever, the cohduet of London Transport in this
motter was anything but commendable. ¥e take the view that sz &
Residents® Association we have the right 4o be approached cozcerming
transport facilities in this ares. In fect we only got to kmew
iest August, and this through & third party. who themselves had been
approached by a "326 Action Group” set up specifically to oppose the
new route. Ve immediately wrote to London Transport suggesting &
publiec meebing for L.T. tec discuss with residents their propessls.

Nothing further was heard from them until January vhen we 'phoned
and were informed: having %.....kept everyone fully informed....." =
final decision would be tsken early mext month (February).

¥e protested at such & lack of consideration to the London Regional
Passenger Committee (the pasmengers watch-dog orgamisstionj. A1l <o
ne avail and the service wss duly introduced. :

Again, early in February we were espproached by & newspaper
requesting our views on the propesed closzimng of tickei offices and
early closing of stetions on the Kerthern Line north of Finchley
Central Station. ¥e had to confess we were not aware of any such
propesels but would maeke immediate enquiries and 'phone them back.

That same day 7th February we made enquiries of Heead 0ffice L.T.

and were informed by ‘phohe that though there was a pessibility of i
closures (24 stations in the London ares were under comsideration) no
decision had been come te but they would let us kmow as and when

possible proposals were to be made. This information was given to the
DEeWBP&pEr. On the same day 7th February, ve wrote L.T. confirming

that they would inform us as and when initial prepesals were comceived.

¥e now learn that on lst Februery decisions had already beem made,
for on that date & Mr R.E.Baywan the General Manager (Nerthern Line)
had circulated on thet date details of the new srrsngements to his staff.
Further, Mr C.E.Newton the Chairman (London Transpert) had st the same
time written letters with this same information. On the 4th March we
eventually received & letter setting out the proposed changes i.e.
closing Totteridge & ¥hetatone Station after 21.30 hours and the
vithdrawal of all ticket facilities from Totteridge and Woodside Park.

It may be the new arrengements regarding the bus end underground
stations are for the gocd of the organisation and public in general.
Bowever, if thousands (millions) of pounds are spert on mainteining a
public reletiona department the above instances could hardly be an !
éxample. of money well gpent in "Public Relations". $
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" RIGHT of ¥AY ~ WALMINGTON FOLD.

¥e wvelcome the news thet the sbhove hes been restored to the use of ¢

residents, May we urge everycme to keep the path and it's environs
clean and tidy and if rubbish is geen to he dumped please let us know
v¥ith any evidence available.

There only remains fer us to thank Counciller Mrs Joan Levinson,
Ur Sydney Chapmaen M.FP., and the Ramblers! Associstion for their help.
Our regrets it has taken us so long!



