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I took the trouble to go and visit this “idyllic”  piece of 
land about which so much alluring literature has been 
written and have commented more fully over leaf. 
 
More and more these days, there appear to be people 
who are intent on causing us ordinary folk as much grief 
as possible and the police (together with the NatWest 
Bank) have produced a booklet about the latest scams.  
 
You can find details about this at:-    
http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little_book_scam.pdf 
 
In addition to this, it is possible that your house has been 
earmarked for a burglary and our website shows you 
what signs to look out for. It is all a question these days 
of being careful.  If it seems too good to be true, it 
almost certainly is. 
 
Usually, during the summer months, half of Woodside 
Park roads are being excavated for some utility company 
or the other.  I would like to celebrate the fact that, up 
until now at least, we have not had to suffer this 
indignity this summer and hurrah to that! Mind you, just 
about everywhere else in North London seems to be 
under the knife.  Swiss Cottage is a nightmare. 
 
I do hope that we shall see you at the Woodsider Party 
on 30th September 2015.  We are being blessed this year 
by the presence of all our representatives including 
Theresa Villiers and the three Councillors. It is your 
chance to meet these people and express your good 
wishes! 
 
Of course, the Committee and I would love to meet you 
as well. We have again invited the table magician who 
was such a success last year.  It costs just £6.00 for food 
and drink and I doubt that you will find a greater bargain 
than this.  Full details can be found below. 
 
Anyway, see you at the Woodsider Party for fun and 
frolics. 

 
Robert Shutler 

 
 

 
In July 2014 we had the hottest July ever.  This year it was 
wet. I do wonder about all this climate change stuff. 
 
Not a great deal happens in Woodside Park which is probably 
just as well. Mostly, it’s just people building roof extensions, 
rear extensions, side extensions and what-have-you and then 
renting out the properties so that people living in Woodside 
Park for the long term is diminishing. With recent 
government intervention this may change, as renting out 
houses becomes less attractive. I, for one, say hurrah to that. 
 
So I thought I would mention that people (with presumably 
nothing better to do) have decided it would be quite nice if 
Greater London (and that includes us) was turned into a 
National Park City. There are fifteen National Parks in the 
UK and this would be the first National Park City. 
 
What??!! I hear you ask.  But, according to statistics, you 
should know that Greater London is presently 1572 sq 
kilometres in area, contains some 3000 parks, is 47% 
physically green (really?), has 3.8 million gardens (many of 
which I suspect are drives or built over), 8.3 million trees, 1.1 
million cats, 30,000 allotments, 850 km of rivers or streams, 
about 13,000 species of wildlife (excluding humans), four 
UNESCO World Heritage sites (where are these?), two 
national nature reserves, 142 local nature reserves and 1400 
sites of importance for nature conservation. And there are 
about 300 farms. Phew! 
 
Greater London, the National Park City, has a certain ring to 
it! I imagine this will bring all sorts of new rules and 
regulations but if it stops the government building on green 
built and  metropolitan open land, then I’m all for it. 
 
Which brings me on to Brookdene. You may have seen fliers 
being posted by the London Wildlife Trust relating to this 
piece of land which sits next to Dollis Brook opposite the 
Old Finchleians cricket/football ground. If you have looked 
really carefully, you will have seen it mentioned in previous 
Woodsiders and on our illustrious website. 
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WOODSIDER PARTY/AGM 
WEDNESDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
at  OLD FINCHLEIANS CLUBHOUSE, SOUTHOVER 

    Starting 8.00pm             Entry £6.00 to include food and wine 
Table magic and background music 

  Please do come along and meet your neighbours, your MP, the 
Councillors and your Committee 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brookdene 

 
Owned and neglected by Barnet Council, we mentioned this strip of metropolitan open land by Dollis Brook in the 
last issue and it has also appeared on our website. Subsequently, a number of people have contacted us although it 
is not actually in an area we cover.  The owner/property developer of the land at 71 Holden Road which backs onto 
Brookdene, has made a planning application for 43 flats and 47 parking spaces utilising the land at Brookdene as 
amenity space.  Contrary to what you might hear, the land at Brookdene is very dilapidated, not accessible to the 
general public, the home to a few homeless drifters and the subject of fly tipping. Notwithstanding all of this, the 
proposed scheme is a gross over-development of the land, which is something we do not encourage, and we have 
made observations to the Council along these lines. 
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Planning Applications over the last couple of months 
 

4 Cissbury Ring South Roof extension for loft accommodation, hip to gable end 
16 Cissbury Ring South Roof extension for loft accommodation and single storey rear extension 
28 Cissbury Ring South Outbuilding in rear garden for use as office 
99 Cissbury Ring South Roof extension for loft accommodation, hip to gable end 
16 Singleton Scarp Part single, part two-storey storey rear extension 
22 Singleton Scarp Single storey rear extension, new front porch, roof extension, hip to gable end 
21 Pyecombe Corner Rebuild rear garage 
1 Linkside Roof extension for loft accommodation, hip to gable end 
31 Linkside New front porch 
101 Walmington Fold Single storey rear extension 
43 Chanctonbury Way Single storey side and rear extension 
62 Chanctonbury Way Single storey rear extension (6m), 1st Floor side extension, roof extension 
76 Chanctonbury Way Single storey side and rear extension 
87 Chanctonbury Way Single storey rear extension (6m), 1st Floor side extension, roof extension 

 
 

Other News 
 
The Spires Shopping Centre in Barnet High Street, which is around 90,000 sq ft in area, has been sold by the William 
Pears Group for £40 million.  Apparently, the new owners are going to spend £7 million on the buildings to refurbish 
them. They’ll need more than that! 
 
Eighty electric buses have been introduced to London’s bus fleet.  Have you been on one of these yet? They were 
made in China.  55 of them have broken down and are running on diesel engines thus completely nullifying the 
reason to have them in the first place.  The Chinese are replacing the batteries - in due course. 
 
Drivers in London are trying to escape justice in increasing numbers. Last year, a fifth of injuries to pedestrians and 
cyclists involved a failure to stop and account. Sign of the times? 
 
Crossrail 1 is not yet finished and open but they are now talking about Crossrail 2 – joining Twickenham and Epsom 
up with New Southgate and Cheshunt (but going nowhere near Woodside Park). We could join it where it is proposed 
that Crossrail 2 will meet the Northern Line at Angel. 
 
At long last we have some slow down signs for traffic in Walmington Fold.  Thank you to our Councillor Alison 
Cornelius for arranging this. Now let’s hope that the signs work. 

Photograph Competition 
 
To celebrate the opening of the new website, we have decided to hold a photograph competition.  We have received a 
few but would like some more!  The photograph should reflect life in Woodside Park Garden Suburb. It sounds 
easier than it actually is - but we are confident that artistic talents, which presently lie dormant in Woodside Park, 
will come to the fore.  There will be a trophy for the best photograph and a mention in the Woodsider of course!  
Send your photograph/s to the website or if this proves to be a problem, send to the editor, details below.  We look 
forward to receiving lots of interesting photographs. By the way, if you have any old photos of Woodside Park, either 
postcards or real photos, we would like to borrow them to make a copy.  These can then be posted on our website.  
Many thanks in advance. 
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There seems to be more and more traffic on the roads these 
days.  We now have our 30mph slow-down signs on 
Walmington Fold and Chanctonbury Way and no sooner 
were they erected than an accident occurred.  Fortunately no-
one was hurt. There is a cut-through route via Chanctonbury 
Way, Scaynes Link and Cissbury Ring North which is used 
by many cars during the rush-hour. In particular Cissbury 
Ring South becomes a race track. It has been suggested that 
Scaynes Link is closed so that traffic cannot pass through.  I 
am not sure about this myself - but would be interested in 
people’s views. 
 
The Council refused the planning application for the large 
development at Brookdene in Holden Road but, 
unfortunately, the Council officers had recommended it for 
approval. Given the size of the proposals, the massing and 
the bulk I am unsure how the Council officers arrived at this 
opinion but it probably means the proposal will go to Appeal 
and the development will be built. On a separate issue to 
Brookdene, I am concerned that there are sometimes 
conflicts of interest going on. The planning department has 
been outsourced to Capita Re who sometimes act as the 
agent for the applicant. This rests a little uneasily with me 
although I am assured that there is no conflict of interest.   
 
Frith Manor school is requesting people to help as volunteers 
to show children how to read and a copy of the school’s 
request is shown overleaf.  “Learn to read and read to learn” 
is the name of the process. I hope you can help. 
 
We have the Annual Carol Singing this year detailed below. 
Last year the weather was quite good and some eighty adults 
and children turned up and sung their little hearts out!. Let’s 
make it a hundred this year! This is always a fun occasion for 
all denominations and a grand occasion for children and 
adults alike.  Coffee (provided this year by Vero Caffé), a 
touch of scotch, sweets for the kids, a musician and chorister 
leading the singing. How better can it be to enter the festive 
spirit? 
 
I hope to see you at the Carol Singing on 19th December.  
 

Robert Shutler 
 
 
 

It was a funny old summer this year, not really hot, not 
really cold, not really dry and not really wet. More of the 
same please but we are being told that this winter will be 
harsh.  So please take care! 
 
The Woodsider Party in September was great fun. There 
was delicious food, quite a lot of drink, Colin the 
magician and all round entertainer, the “Faces” 
competition and much bonhomie. I hope that all of you 
who attended enjoyed the event.  My particular thanks 
go to the WPRA Committee (and my wife, Trish), who 
helped with organising and producing the food.  
Appreciation should also go to John Bowra at the Old 
Finchleians who ran the bar and generally looked after 
those who needed looking after. Two of our three local 
Councillors turned up and they were forced to answer 
spikey but well-observed questions about Council 
activities. Our MP, Theresa Villiers, had promised to 
join us but unfortunately got waylaid by the Irish 
difficulties at the last moment.  Rather her than me. 
 
We held a raffle and I would particularly like to thank 
those local shops in Sussex Ring who kindly donated 
prizes for the raffle including Nisa Supermarket, Cut4U 
hair and beauty salon, Indulgence hair and beauty salon, 
Michaels Patisserie Brasserie Boulangerie, Vero Caffé 
and Blakes Dry Cleaners. Many thanks to you all.  It is 
important that we continue to support the local shops.  
The Sussex Ring hub is now the centre of our 
community. 
 
The result of the photo completion was announced.  
Photographs were supposed to be a representation of life 
in Woodside Park but I have to admit that I did wonder 
about how some of the photos represented life in 
Woodside Park! You can judge for yourself. A selection 
of the photos are shown on our website. Many thanks 
though to everyone who took part. The winning photos 
were a grinning pony peering through the enclosure 
surrounding the field off Frith Lane by Lullington Garth 
man, Philip Pettican and a landscape by Cissbury Ring 
South man, Frank Ming, showing the green belt just off 
Frith Lane.  Well done chaps! 
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CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING 
 

SATURDAY 19th DECEMBER at 4.30pm 
at Sussex Ring 

CHILDREN ESPECIALLY WELCOME 
Free Refreshments 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Frith Manor School needs your help 
 

This is a message from head teacher, Miss Leigh Carmichael. 
 
Learning to read should be at the heart of every child’s learning journey. Frith Manor School needs your help to ensure that our 
year 1 and year 2 children have the best chances to be able to read and then develop a life-long love of reading.  Would you 
consider becoming a regular reading volunteer at Frith Manor School? We will train you in how to help our children become 
confident readers.  We need you to help children understand that reading is a combination of blending letters to make words 
combined with sight recognition of non-phonetic words. We need your help with building up children’s confidence in reading 
aloud and understanding that text carries meaning by discussing the author’s intent.  
 
If you are interested then please attend our training session on Thursday 10th December at 2.30pm.  Please confirm your 
attendance by calling the school 0208 346 2388 or emailing  office@frithmanor.barnetmail.net.  
 
The enormous benefit that the children will receive if you are able to volunteer will be evidenced when they can pick up a book 
and read for pleasure. We are committed to safeguarding and all volunteers will be subject to clearance. 
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Planning Applications over the last couple of months 
 

21 Pyecombe Corner New garage 
44 Walmington Fold Single storey rear extension 6m deep. 
45 Lullington Garth Single storey side and rear extension, new roof configuration 
73 Lullington Garth Single storey side and rear extension, roof extension, hip to gable end 
2 Cissbury Ring South Roof extension, hip to gable end 
74 Cissbury Ring South Increase in height to boundary fence 
88 Cissbury Ring South Single storey rear extension 4.5m deep. 
34 Cissbury Ring North Roof extension, hip to gable end 
64 Cissbury Ring North Single storey side and rear extension, new front porch, roof extension 
148 Chanctonbury Way Roof extension, hip to gable end, Juliette balcony 
154 Chanctonbury Way Single storey side and rear extensions 
10 Offham Slope Roof extension, Juliette balcony, side and rear extensions 
19 Wolstonbury 1st Floor side and rear extensions 
14 Rodmell Slope Single storey side and rear extensions 

 
 

Other Matters 
 
Fire is a hazard for all homes and the results of a fire can be devastating.  It is not just the flames - but the smoke  (and 
subsequently the fire brigade) which causes the damage.  The fire brigade will call round on a free home visit to check out your 
house and you can contact them on Freephone 08000 284428 or visit the London Fire Brigade Website and complete the on 
line form at  hfsvwr.london-fire.gov.uk.  You should quote “BARNET P1 10”, when asked by the telephone operator or type it in 
the “additional information” box on the web page. 
 
New cycle lanes are proposed at Henly’s Corner.  This should cause traffic mayhem and disruption for a period at the beginning 
of 2016. Can’t think why they need cycle lanes. Any cyclist who wants to jump the red light at Henly’s Corner must be suicidal! 
 
Barnet Council seems to have got into the festive spirit by offering free parking in the local High Streets and car parks on the 
weekends of 5th/6th December, 12th/13th December and 19th/20th December this year.  It’s a shame it can’t be like this the 
whole year round and would surely be hugely beneficial for the shops and well-being of the high streets in the Borough. 
 
Our congratulations go to Catherine Loveday of Lullington Garth who spent many years of hard work and dogged 
determination researching the names of soldiers from Hendon who were killed in action during World War II and whose names 
did not appear on the war memorial in Hendon.  She established 228 new names and raised the money herself from donations 
and supermarket collections to enable their names to live on forever at the Hendon War Memorial in Watford Way. Catherine 
has previously honoured soldiers from East Barnet and New Barnet and now has her sights set on honouring soldiers from 
Finchley and Edgware. Well done Catherine.  You should be very proud of what you have achieved. 
 
 


